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Abstract 
Tend to infinitive is an expression which indicates a judgment of an event based on the frequency of its occur­
rence. However, it is sometimes used euphemistically to convey the speaker's intention to do something. The 
speaker takes advantage of the properties of tend to infinitive. The properties are as follows : 1. The frequency 
of an event should involve tend to infinitive. This expression refers to a frequent event. Therefore the statement 
is not made out of the speaker's sudden idea. 2. A conclusive remark about an event has not yet been made. It 
does not express that the event necessarily occurs, but only that it often occurs. 
Although tend to infinitive makes such a euphemistic statement, it conveys almost the same as a sentence with­
out it. It is because we are inclined to stability in everything, not only in daily life but in knowledge, and are 
likely to take a half-assured fact as a truth. 
Tend itself does not have a negative nuance, unlike katamuku in Japanese. Therefore it can be used in both 
negative and positive contexts. However, it is often used in negative contexts due to its euphemistic effect given 
in this paper. 
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